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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H. Con. Res. 112) es-
tablishing the budget for the United States 
Government for fiscal year 2013 and setting 
forth appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal 
years 2014 through 2022: 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Chair, I rise in support 
of the Budget offered by the Congressional 
Progressive Caucus. This budget and the oth-
ers we are considering tonight and tomorrow 
morning speak volumes about the country we 
would like to see. The Budget for All is the 
only budget under consideration that cuts war 
funding, funding from the bloated Defense 
budget, and a slew of subsidies for corpora-
tions and for the rich. 

This bill includes language that mirrors my 
own efforts in Congress. The first is an exam-
ple of a corporate subsidy that is rescinded by 
this budget. It removes the tax deduction for 
advertising and marketing junk food and fast 
food to children. We should not be using tax-
payer money—about $2 billion every year—to 
make the childhood obesity crisis even worse 
for the sake of boosting the profits of the junk 
food and fast food industry. If this tax break 
were to be revoked, it has been estimated that 
the number of overweight children in the U.S. 
would be reduced by more than 5–7 percent. 

This bill also provides relief for states strug-
gling with financial crises by allowing them to 
move to a single-payer model of health care. 
If the residents of a state demand it because 
they want their businesses to be more com-
petitive, they want higher quality health care, 
and they want coverage for everyone in the 
state, the federal government should not stand 
in their way. This is an issue I have worked on 
for years now. I was able to win, by a bipar-
tisan vote, an amendment to the health care 
reform bill in 2009 that would have helped 
states go to a single payer health care sys-
tem. Though it was stripped out by the Admin-
istration, it was one of the first single-payer 
Congressional victories in U.S. history and it 
showed there is an appetite in Congress for 
moving forward. 

Finally, and most importantly, this budget 
provides for full public financing of elections, 
mirroring a constitutional amendment I have 
introduced. Public financing of elections bene-
fits the public. Private financing of elections 
benefits private interests. 

I urge my colleagues to support the FY 
2013 Budget for All. 

HONORING EARL SCRUGGS 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 17, 2012 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life and legacy of Earl 
Scruggs, who passed away on March 28, 
2012. He was a noted banjo player whose 
style changed the way the banjo is played and 
whose music will endure for generations. 

Born on January 6, 1924 in western North 
Carolina, Scruggs came into a musical family. 
His parents, brothers and sisters all had musi-
cal talents and traditional music was heard all 
around him. His love for music started at an 
early age after watching his older brothers 
master the banjo, which promoted his interest 
in playing. The support and practice he re-
ceived at home with his family produced an 
artist who would go on to leave an indelible 
mark on traditional American and bluegrass 
music. 

Scruggs began his remarkable 67-year ca-
reer in music in 1945 when he began playing 
with Bill Monroe, the father of Bluegrass 
music, and his band the Blue Grass Boys. On 
these earliest recordings, his peculiar style of 
playing the banjo, which brought out a synco-
pated rolling rhythm using three fingers as op-
posed to the old ‘‘clawhammer’’ style, was im-
mediately recognized as a fresh approach to 
playing the instrument. This style has been 
imitated by so many players that today it is re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Scruggs style’’ and is the 
preferred style among many musicians in tra-
ditional and bluegrass music. Bluegrass music 
is an essential part of the heritage of my con-
gressional district in Southern and Eastern 
Kentucky, and many of the musicians in my 
region were influenced by him and play the 
banjo in his style. 

In 1948, Scruggs joined forces with band 
mate Lester Flatt to form Flatt & Scruggs, and 
the two played together for over 20 years. In 
the 1970s, he formed the band Earl Scruggs 
Revue and expanded his audiences into 
genres where the banjo is not commonly 
heard, and even shared the stage with many 
folk, rock, and pop acts of the time, broad-
ening the reach of traditional and bluegrass 
music. Even those who are not familiar with 
bluegrass music have likely heard Scruggs’ 
playing on ‘‘The Ballad of Jed Clampett,’’ 
which was the theme song for The Beverly 
Hillbillies television program, as well as his 
Grammy Award winning ‘‘Foggy Mountain 
Breakdown.’’ 

Earl Scruggs was a two time Grammy 
Award winner, inducted into the Country Music 
Hall of Fame, and the Bluegrass Music Hall of 
Honor, as well as a recipient of the National 
Medal of Arts in 1992. His presence on stage 
will be sorely missed, but his music will last for 
many years to come. 

DR. ROBERT DILLMAN 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 17, 2012 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dr. Robert Dillman, who will be retiring 
as President of East Stroudsburg University 
on June 30, 2012, after sixteen years of serv-
ing the university and our region. East 
Stroudsburg University is one of the fourteen 
state universities that compose the Pennsyl-
vania State System of Higher Education. It of-
fers 7,387 students a world class education. 
Dr. Dillman, a native of Brooklyn, N.Y., came 
to East Stroudsburg University after several 
years of experience in higher education, and 
undoubtedly left his mark. Dr. Dillman dem-
onstrated extraordinary leadership at East 
Stroudsburg University. By recognizing the im-
portance of science and technology, he posi-
tioned the university as a key economic devel-
opment force in Northeastern Pennsylvania. 
During his tenure, East Stroudsburg University 
became the first university in the United States 
to offer an undergraduate degree in computer 
security. The university also established its 
award-winning Business Accelerator Program, 
which joined the Ben Franklin Business Incu-
bator Network and the University City Science 
Center’s Port of Technology. In addition, 
President Dillman led the expansion of the Di-
vision of Research and Economic Develop-
ment, which serves as a vital educational re-
source for technology-based entrepreneurs. 
Furthermore, he spearheaded the establish-
ment of the university’s world-class Science 
and Technology Center, which houses the de-
partments of computer security and bio-
technology, accommodates other sciences 
with classrooms, equipment, and labs, and is 
home to a state-of-the-art planetarium and a 
soon-to-come natural sciences museum. 

Dr. Dillman made substantive changes to 
the campus environment at East Stroudsburg 
by giving numerous faculty, staff, students, 
and community members the opportunity to 
take the world-renowned professional develop-
ment workshop titled Seven Habits for Highly 
Effective People, which he brought to the uni-
versity. As a result, university administrators 
are better equipped to effectively reach out to 
students, while the students themselves are 
more prepared to enter the professional world 
upon graduation. 

Mr. Speaker, today, Dr. Robert Dillman 
stands as an important bearer of change to 
Northeastern Pennsylvania and the nation. I 
commend him for his years of committed serv-
ice to East Stroudsburg University, his state, 
and country. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 

SWEENY CIVIC CLUB 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 17, 2012 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, on April 29, 2012, 
the Sweeny Civic Club, the oldest female civic 
service organization in Brazoria County, 
Texas, will celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
its founding by six Texas women whose goal 
was to form an organization ‘‘to do good 
works and charitable deeds.’’ I am pleased to 
congratulate the members of the club on their 
century of service to the community of 
Sweeny, Texas. 

The Sweeny Civic Club led the effort to cre-
ate the Sweeney public school system and the 
Sweeney Public library. Supporting education 
remains a passion of the Sweeny Civic Club 
to this day. The club’s work to ensure the chil-
dren of Sweeney obtain a first-class education 
alone makes them worthy of commendation. 
However, the Sweeney Civic Club’s contribu-
tions are hardly limited to education. The 
Sweeny Civic Club has played a vital role in 
making sure the people of Sweeny have ac-
cess to quality health care by working to build 
and support the Sweeny Community Hospital. 
They also played a key role in building the 
Sweeny Cemetery. These are just some of the 
many ways the members of the club have 
worked to fulfill their objective ‘‘to promote 
civic and social improvement through orga-
nized efforts and to promote the interests and 
improvement of the City of Sweeney.’’ 

The highlight of the 100th anniversary cele-
bration will be the unveiling and dedication of 
‘‘Lady Civic,’’ a life-sized statue of a women 
dress in 19th century fashion. ‘‘Lady Civics’’ 
symbolizes the Sweeny Civic Club’s founders, 
and is the club’s latest gift to the city of 
Sweeney. This statue is a fitting tribute to all 
the women who have worked with the Sweeny 
Civics Club, freely dedicating their time and 
talents to improving the lives of their fellow 
residents of Sweeny. 

The Sweeny Civic Club’s 1900 years of 
service to their community stands as a shining 
example of how citizens acting together can 
better their communities. The Sweeny Civic 
Club’s many accomplishes should serve as 
model and inspiration to us all. It is therefore 
my pleasure to offer my congratulations to the 
Sweeney Civic Club on their centennial and 
extend my best wishes for many more years 
of service to the people of Sweeney. 

f 

HONORING CARNELL EDWARD 
SMITH, 54TH ILLUSTRIOUS PO-
TENTATE OF OMAN TEMPLE NO. 
72 OASIS OF FLINT-DESERT OF 
MICHIGAN 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 17, 2012 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Carnell Edward Smith on the occasion 
of the Oman Temple No. 72 Annual Potentate 
Ball on May 5, 2012 where Shriners in my 
hometown of Flint, Michigan will celebrate the 
esteemed Illustrious Potentate Smith. 

The Shriners of Oman Temple No. 72 of the 
Ancient Egyptian Arabian Order Nobles of the 
Mystic Shrine have a long and distinguished 
54-year history of charitable work and commu-
nity outreach that has been a Shrine Organi-
zation tradition since 1893. Educational schol-
arships, illiteracy programs, medical research, 
anti-drug programs, crime prevention and the 
fight against the Sickle Cell disease and dia-
betes are just a few of the contributions 
Shriners across America have made through-
out their long history. 

Illustrious Potentate Carnell Edward Smith, 
who received his Master of Business Adminis-
tration in 2007, is currently enrolled in a pro-
gram of applied management and decision 
science leading to a Doctorate of Philosophy. 
He has been a dedicated Mason for more 
than 10 years and it is fitting that this talented 
community servant is being honored as Oman 
Temple No. 72 58th Illustrious Potentate. 

Carnell Edward Smith serves my constitu-
ents on a daily basis as a skilled Internet, data 
and hardware technology specialist with the 
City of Flint. Over the years he has been in-
volved in numerous charitable activities bene-
fiting the American Diabetes Association, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters, Meals on Wheels and 
providing Thanksgiving dinner for needy fami-
lies in his community. Working with a local 
community group, Illustrious Potentate Smith 
helped adopt a classroom at Carpenter Ele-
mentary School to provide financial support for 
students. Carnell Edward Smith is a remark-
able and accomplished leader and an exem-
plary model for Shriners and all of us who 
value community service and civic dedication. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the Illustrious Potentate Carnell Edward Smith, 
a distinguished leader from my hometown of 
Flint, Michigan who is being honored at the 
Oman Temple No. 72 Annual Potentate Ball. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TRENT FRANKS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 17, 2012 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, had 
I been present for rollcall vote No. 152, I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

BOROUGH OF DUNMORE, 
PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 17, 2012 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the Borough of Dunmore, Pennsylvania, which 
celebrated its 150th anniversary of being in-
corporated as an independent borough on 
April 10, 2012. Dunmore is a vital part of 
Northeastern Pennsylvania, and it has a proud 
history. 

Although Dunmore was incorporated as a 
borough in 1862, its roots date back as far as 
1783, when founder William Allsworth first set-
tled in the area. Allsworth opened a tavern 
that served the subsequent settlers and trav-
elers. Like many other communities in the re-
gion, Dunmore underwent a great change 

once anthracite coal became a major source 
of energy used to power our nation. During 
the Industrial Revolution, immigrants from Eu-
rope settled in Dunmore in hope of starting a 
new life. In the process, they built a strong 
community that would last for future genera-
tions. 

Over the years, Dunmore’s men and women 
have defended this nation in times of conflict. 
In fact, Dunmore resident, Carol Ann Drazba, 
was the first female casualty of the Vietnam 
War when her helicopter crashed in 1966. 
Dunmore’s youth need only to look to NASA 
astronaut, Paul Richards, who graduated from 
Dunmore High School in 1982, for inspiration 
to see what is possible when they are deter-
mined to succeed. Rising to the occasion is 
what Dunmore’s residents do every day 
through their hard work and dedication to im-
prove their community. 

Although the trolley cars and steam engines 
may be gone, many Dunmore establishments 
have stood the test of time. Financial institu-
tions like Fidelity Deposit and Discount Bank 
and the First National Bank of Dunmore have 
served customers from their locations on Dun-
more Corners for more than 100 years. Also, 
Dunmore High School, though newly ren-
ovated, has remained in the same statuesque 
building since 1937. In addition, Holy Cross 
High School resides in the former Bishop 
O’Hara High School and Dunmore Central 
Catholic buildings, which were built in 1964. 
The high school continues to educate students 
from throughout Lackawanna County under 
the Diocese of Scranton. 

Mr. Speaker, today, Dunmore remains an 
important community in Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania due to both its history and future. I com-
mend Dunmore’s residents for their 150 years 
of being a vital part of our region, and I wish 
them continued success. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF HOUSE PAR-
LIAMENTARIAN JOHN SULLIVAN 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 17, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of John Sullivan upon the comple-
tion of his exemplarily service as Parliamen-
tarian of the House of Representatives. For 25 
years Parliamentarian Sullivan’s unsurpassed 
knowledge and dedication to the integrity of 
his office has proven to be an indispensible 
asset to the work of this institution. 

It is clear that Parliamentarian Sullivan 
cares deeply for this country. Before becoming 
Parliamentarian, Mr. Sullivan had served in 
the Office of the Parliamentarian for seventeen 
years. He also acted as counsel to the Armed 
Services Committee, as well as Judge Advo-
cate in the U.S. Air Force for seven years. 

Parliamentarian Sullivan has earned the ad-
miration of many through his demonstrated 
ability to provide essential and unbiased ad-
vice which few others could provide. In a town 
often divided along partisan lines, Parliamen-
tarian Sullivan has faithfully served as the rare 
voice of independence which has garnered re-
spect from both sides of the aisle. His commit-
ment to his post and colleagues has ensured 
that the office which he is leaving is suffi-
ciently capable of maintaining his high stand-
ard of performance. 
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